CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 
INTRODUCTION

E-portfolio is very important in many fields, but the most important one is the education field because the students most learn and use the technology for their improvement and to save the environment by decrease the use of papers. E-portfolio is the best way for that, its using the computer to share the student work and also the faculty work. E-portfolio is stand for electronic portfolio, also know as digital portfolio and web-folio, which is digitize learning environment that represents what the people has learned over time and designed for presentation to one or more audiences for a particular purpose .It is also an electronic version of a paper-based portfolio, created in a computer environment. In general, e-portfolio works as a digital repository of files and folders that can be shared between the students and faculties to gain the educational benefit for each one of them.

1.2  PROBLEM STATEMENT
    Before the creation of electronic portfolio students and faculty were using  the traditional paper portfolio which rely on time consuming review and analysis, and pose problems in terms of storage of materials and management of data.

limitations of the traditional paper portfolio, which have overcome  by electronic portfolio:

· fail to capture dynamic and complex processes of teaching and learning

· Paper-based portfolio development enhances the danger of paying too much attention to the final product rather than on the process.

· traditional paper portfolios have to do with the substantial photocopying costs  and storage problems .
· Paper-based portfolios can be difficult to manage, especially at the program or institutional level. 

· Access for students and faculty can be problematic and scoring and analysis time consuming. 
· If the student would like to maintain her portfolio, there is no easy way for both the student and the institution to keep track of it.

· difficulty in storing large amounts of accumulated work, 

·  the time-consuming process of maintaining a large number of portfolios.

·  the practical difficulty of reviewing the physical portfolios.
1.3
PROBLEM SOLUTION

Traditionally, portfolios have been a compilation of papers that represent the quality of one's work. With traditional portfolios, files, boxes and or binders holding papers, cassettes, pictures, drawings would take up lots of space and effort .
 All the paper work can be replaced by using electronic portfolios which serve the same function as traditional portfolios while solving these limitations  in a simple and efficient manner.
 With an electronic portfolio, information can be easily stored in a computer hard drive , floppy disc, CD or other. This would take up very little physical space and would be accessed with minimal effort. 

 Electronic portfolios not only take up little physical space, but can hold a great deal of information. Pictures, art work and writing samples can be all be scanned in and saved. Reading samples could be recorded. Work samples from the previous school year could also be included
 Main advantages of replacing paper portfolio by electronic portfolio :

· Electronic portfolios are easy to maintain, edit and update.

· Easy to exchange of ideas and feedback

· Easy to find and sort.

· Easy to read and can be more attractive to see by using a multimedia tools
· Are easier to search, and records can be simply retrieved, manipulated, refined and reorganized;

· Reduce effort and time;

· Can use more extensive material;

· Include pictures, sound, animation, graphic design and video;

· Are cost effective to distribute;

· Are instantly accessible;

· Can have an organizational structure that is not linear or hierarchical;

· Are easy to carry and share with peers, supervisors, parents, employers and others;

· Allow fast feedback;

· Showcase the technological skills of the creator;

· Provide access to a global readership if they are based on the web
1.4
SYSTEM OBJECTIVE
The system need to achieve the system objectives that will show whether we can     perform the system effectively. They are:
The system objectives of electronic portfolio are :

· To overcome the limitation  of paper portfolio.

· Developing an electronic portfolio  to employ our technology skills and to model them for others to see.
· Can protect by password or the access can be limited.
· increase learning effectiveness

· enable accreditation beyond the classroom environment

· enable connections among formal and informal learning experience

· enable an archive of one’s artifacts and reflections

· enable the efficient management of students’ work

· increase transparency.

1.5
PROJECT SCOPE
The proposed system is web-folio which means it will be accessible by teachers , students and any one can see it online.
Proposed e-portfolio consists of the following :
Home Page 
About Me 
Resume 

Study Plan 

Contact Information 

Links 

Samples of Work 
My Courses

1. 6
SYSTEM USERS

· Students 
Benefits to students include opportunities:

· Allow students to collect work in one place 

· For increased learning effectiveness

· To forming the professionalism

· To develop the information technology skills

· To gain academic credit for learning beyond the classroom

· To show a person’s learning process over time and to demonstrate their abilities.

· To focus student thinking

· To see their learning progress

· To understand how their learning takes place

· To develop multimedia technology skills

· faculties
Benefits to faculties include opportunities:
· To leverage student motivation

· To see the students average in the courses and try to improve it

· To give a feedback and advise to the students

· To decide and put the objectives and evaluation strategies

· To manage student deliverables in distance courses

1.7      SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS
System Requirements Specification

Table1: System Requirement Specification

	System Requirements Specification
	Explanation

	Access


	Especially when saved to the Internet, electronic portfolios are easily

accessible by a number of people. Students can work on their portfolios, and supervisors can review and assess portfolios, from many different sites


	privacy
	Electronic portfolios can include a privacy feature to

protect student work. Access can be limited to only those that students wish to view their work.


	Storage

	Because they do not rely on large binders full of paper, electronic portfolios are easy and efficient to store
.

	Artifacts
	Many kinds of artifact can be incorporated into electronic portfolios. They can integrate text and multimedia elements such as pictures, graphics, and audio and video recordings. They also take advantage of work

that is already in an electronic format


	Organization
	Electronic portfolios are easy to organize and search. Because of their electronic nature, they can be organized in complex ways, with navigational links connecting ideas and artifacts. They also look perpetually polished .



1.7.1
HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS

The hardware is important elements in order develop the system. With the good combination of hardware, the operation of system will be more smoothly, user friendly and efficient to the user.

Following is program design specification:

· Multimedia PC with Intel(R  Pentium (R) D CPU 3.40GHz 
· Microsoft windows XP professional.  

· 128 MB of RAM is recommended.

· 100 MB of available hard-disk space.

· 2x or faster CD-ROM drive.

· Optical Mouse or compatible pointing device.

1.7.2
OPERATING SYSTEM.
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Microsoft windows XP professional
is a line of operating systems produced by Microsoft for use on personal computers, including home and business desktops, notebook computers, and media centers. The name "XP" is short for "experience"
Some features of the Microsoft windows XP professional:
 

· Built on the Windows Engine 

Windows XP Professional is built on the proven code base of Windows NT® and Windows 2000, which features a 32-bit computing architecture and a fully protected memory model.

· Enhanced Device Driver Verifier 

Building on the device driver verifier found with Windows 2000, the Windows XP Professional version will provide even greater stress tests for device drivers.

· Dramatically Reduced Reboot Scenarios 

Eliminates most scenarios that forced end users to reboot in Windows NT 4.0 and Windows 95/98/Me. Also, many software installations will not require reboots.

· Improved Code Protection 

Critical kernel data structures are read-only, so that drivers and applications cannot corrupt them. All device driver code is read-only and page protected.

· Side-by-Side DLL Support 

Provides a mechanism for multiple versions of individual Windows components to be installed and run "side by side."

· Windows File Protection 

Protects core system files from being overwritten by application installations. If a file is overwritten, Windows File Protection will restore the correct version.

· Windows Installer 

A system service that helps users install, configure, track, upgrade, and remove software programs correctly.

1.7.3 SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS

Computer instructions or data. Anything that can be stored electronically is software. 
Here is a list of software used to create e-portfolio:
· Internet explorer or Mozilla Firefox
· Microsoft Office 2007.
· Host site http://www.yola.com/user
1.8 Project Timeline
This is a 4- week plan (20 Days) schedule in which I have done my  LIS project . 
	Time
	Task

	Creating website 
	Week 8

	Chapter 1
	Week9

	Chapter2
	Week 10

	Presentation and revision
	Week 11


1.9 CONCLUSION

Electronic portfolios serve many of the same functions as their paper counterparts. It allows us to freely share our accomplishments with others as we show our technology skills.  

Electronic portfolios are not only readily available and easy to use by students, but they also facilitate information collection related to assessment requirements of academic programs. The capabilities of electronic portfolios allow a more thorough assessment needed for accreditation purposes as well as for continuous improvement of an institution’s programs.  

CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter will focus in related work about e-portfolio to discus and review the others work. Also, this chapter consisted of reviewing the available literature, e.g. other e-portfolios designed by either students, or faculties; to review them by their strength and weaknesses. Many e-portfolios were found, which have been divided into two categories according to the user; students, and faculties.

2.2 SYSTEM REVIEW

In system review a comparison is made between different e-portfolio. The review includes on example of faculty e-portfolio and two examples of student e-portfolio. The comparison based on the design ,access, and the contents. At the end , the important components that must be added to the e-portfolio  included in  the proposed e-portfolio.
2.2.1 Michael Barnett
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URL: 

http://inkido.indiana.edu/mikeb/portfolio/portfolio.html
  Description:

This e-portfolio created by Michael Barnett who is a teacher in Indiana University. It is divided into four sections: Research, Teaching, Instructional Design and Development Projects, and Professional Scholarship. Evidence is included in each section, along with explanations of the evidence. Appendices with full manuscripts, evidence of teaching quality, course syllabi, and my curriculum vita are included. Moreover, the purpose of this academic portfolio is to present the Michael work and show his preparedness because he want to be a faculty member.
  Advantages
· This e-portfolio is contains every work with full information; so every visitor to this portfolio will get benefit from it.
· The texts  are fixed and clear to see. 
· The colors are nice and good
           Disadvantages

· This design is not organized.
· This e-portfolio is not a user friendly since there are many links in the home page which is distract the viewers.
· The structure of the links  are not organized because there are many categorizes can be under the same title and some repeated.
· The resume is important for the viewer to know more about the faculty; unfortunately he did not provide the resume.
2.2.2 Madeline Beerens
[image: image3.png]WELCOME TG MADDIE'S PAGE!

wacaline Bearzts

201 fickea Ha,

S

welzome

ry s porfolic. | am rurenty a
et ey ege and Leam are ataut e




URL:

http://www.personal.psu.edu/staff/g/f/gfj100/eportfolio/examples/AG_frameset.html
  Description:

This is a web-folio for Madeline Beerens who is a freshman student  at Penn State. Her major is Food Science. Her  e-portfolio contains; Home Page , Courses, About me, Pictures, Resume, Activities.
           Advantages
· The texts are clear.
· The menu bar is organized and clear.
· In the activity page the student includes the activity she is involved in the current and next semester.
· The resume is important for the viewer to know more about the student; this e-portfolio  have the resume in a separate page and the viewer will be able to download it. 
· There is a contact information.
Disadvantages

· The design is not attractive. Also, the colors that used design are dark which

is inappropriate for the academic institutions. 

· This e-portfolio is not user friendly .

· It is not easy to access between the pages, because , there is no link between it.

· There is no sample of work.

2.2.3 Matt Ritchie
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URL:

             http://www1.pacific.edu/~m-ritchi/index.html.

  Description:
Matt Ritchie is a graduated student in the UOP University. He was finished his bachelor's in the Computer Science department.
 His online portfolio contains; 

1- Home page; which contains brief personal information about him such as his name, major, graduation date, hometown, and his e-mail.

2- Education; this page contains his Current Class Schedule, and his Transcript.

3- My Band; I could not open this page.

4- Politics; in this page he provided a menu about the stuff that he have written about politics. 
5- Links; he put different links.
6- Contact Info; he put in this page his contact information.

7- Resume; he upload his resume in Microsoft Word Format.
Advantages
· This e-portfolio is  user friendly that makes the viewer easy to use and followed it.
· Easy to go through the links.
· The menu bar is clear and organized.
· a contact page which is good for the viewer to contact with him.

          Disadvantages
· The color that used this design are dark which is inappropriate for the academic institutions. 

· The texts that used in this design are small and unclear. 

· There is no sample of student work.
2.2.4 Proposed System
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URL
http://danaih50portfolio.synthasite.com/

Description
This is the proposed a web-folio .It contains; Home Page , About me , Resume, Study Plan , Contact information , Links, Samples of Work, My Courses .It has overcome all the disadvantages in the previous portfolio.
2.2.1 Comparison Table of Existing System with Proposed System

The Comparison between Existing System with Proposed system as illustrate in table 3 as below:
Table 3: Comparison Table of Existing System with Proposed System

	
	Michael Barnett


	Madeline Beerens


	Matt Ritchie 
	Danaih50portfolio

	Design
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Clear text
	(
	(
	(
	(

	user friendly
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Access
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Contents
	(
	(
	(
	(


2. 3 CONCLUSION
This section is evaluating the other works to get an idea from three  portfolios. The first one is for faculty and the other two are students e-portfolios. 
This chapter helped  in  knowing  what to include in the proposed  portfolio .
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